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Diear M. Andron:

You ask whether cotinn information 1s subject o required public disclosure under the
Pubhie Information Act{the Aty chapter 332 of the Goverament Code. Y our reguest wos

assigned [DE 335134,

[he Ll Paso Water Uiilities Public Service Board (the “board™) received a reguest for all
nvpices submitted by 2 speciie s firm o the board from Octeher 1. 2006 to the date of
the reguest. cxcluding the inveicas related 19 4 pending lederal court case. You claim tha
the submiited Miormation i excepted from diselosure wnder section 3537103 of (e
Geovernmen Code, Wo have considered the excaption vou clams sod reviewe:d e subimie:d
representative sample ol mivrmation We have alsa cunsidered commeams submitien by the
reguestor.  Se¢ Govt Cods § 332504 {poviding that an imterested parly may subinit
somuments staling why suformation shouto or should not he veleased y. -

The reguestor contends in his comments that the board has no separale legal existence
becausa it iv merely a department of the Ciy of T Pase (the “city™), The requestor infarms
us that he also requesied the law firm’s invorzes to the @y, and the city provided thai

e s tha B regreseniative sample” of reeords supmatted wobis ofTice is traly renrescatatie
of the requested records as o whoie See Open Records Decision SNps, AU (1988) 497 (10881 Thes upe,
Teoureds leteer doms moe reach, and thersione doas noe wai e i wibboldmg of, any alher requested rrcords
o the extent that thoese reentds contain subsoantialby differon pepes of mifcomation tin that submined moois

afTige
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information. Therefore, according to the requestor, 1he board 18 bound by the eity's release
ol information to the requestor and has waived any exceptions 1o disclosure. We note the
Act prohibits selective disclosure of information that a governmental body has voluntarily
made avaitable. Gov't Code § 552.007(b). As o general rule, therelore, if 2 governments!
body releases information to any member of the public, the Act’s exceptions to disclosurs
are waived unless pubhie disclosure of the information is expressly prohibited by law or the
informanan is confidential under faw. See Open Records Decision Nos, 490 (1988), 400
(1983). In this instance, however, we note that for purposes of the Act, the board and the eity
are separate governumental bodies. Furthermore, the board maintains its own information
respomsive to this request, which has not previously been released. Accordingly, we will
address the board’s arguments against disclosure of the requested information.

Y pustate that the responsive information consists of “approximately two reams of paper with
a ureat deal of redaction based on the narrative billing method of the attorneys[ 1" You assent
that redacting privileged information from these documents in order (o comply with the
request “would lake signiticant staff ume and reguire several weeks o accomplish.”
However, a sovernmental body may not refuse to comply with a request on the ground of
admimstrative inconvenence.  See Mdust Fownd v, Tex fndust Accident B, 340
S W 2d 668, 687 (Tex. [976) (vost or difficuity in complying with Act does not determine
avatlability of information), The fact thal it may be burdensome o provide the information
at issue does nol relieve a governmental body of its responsibility to comply with the Act,
Idd.; Open Records Decision Mo, 497 (1988). fd | Open Records Decision No. 497 (1988),
Therefore, the hoard may not decline 1o comply with the requirements o the Ace on the basjs
of adminisirative convenlence.

Mext, we nete that the information at issue 18 subject 1o seclion 532 022 of the Government
Code. This section provides in part;

{Tlhe following categories of information are poblic information and not
excepicd from required disclosure under this chapter unless they ase ex prossly
confidential under other law:

(16} information that is in a bill for attorney s fees and that is
not privileged under the attomey-client privilege[ ]

Gov't Code § 352.022(a)(16). In this instance, the requested information consists of atlorney
fee bills. Therefore, the board must release the information at issue pursuant ta seciion
$32.022fa)(16) unless it 15 expressly confidential under other law. You clavm the submitted
attorney fee bills are excepted from disclosure under section 352103 of the Governmient
Code. However. section 552,103 is a discretionary exception under the Act that protects a
covernmental body's interests and may be waived See Dailas dArea Ropid Transit v. Dallay
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Merning Menac A S0 SA 69 47570 Ol e App-Dalles 999 no pet | governmental body
may wiive seeton 332103 ) Open Records Devigion Noo 66501 2 n S (200060 fdiscretinnary
exceptions generally ) Gov't Code & 332,007, Ay such, seetion 232 102 does not constinne
cpther law ™ that mukes lormauon conlidential for maposes of swolion 3320221 41
Thergiore, the board may nat withhold the information at @sue under secton 532103 Ay
vou raisc né other arguments agains discioswe, the informauon ot issue must be releass:l

This letter rubing is bupied w the partcular idormanon ot issue intus request and Jimuted
ta the fuets us presented o us: therefore, this ruling must nat be rebied upor as @ previous
delermination seearding any other information or apy afher circumsiances

This ruling wiggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsikilities of the
sovernmental body and of the requestor. For more mformatan conceromg those riphis and
respansibilities, please visil our website at blip:/wwow pagestale L usionendindes_oel php.
ar call the Office of the Attorney General s Open Government Hotlme. wil frec, at (877)
673-6083% Ouestions concerning the allowabie charges for providing pabhic mlormaton
under the Act must be directed 1o the Cost Rules Administrator of the Ottice of the Attarney
General al (3]2) 475-24G7%,

Sincerely.
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